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RE INFORMATION DISSEMINATION ON ASEAN COMMUNITY

1. For information and guidance of all concerned, this Office hereby disseminates the herein
Regional Advisory dated February 1, 2016 re: Information Dissemination on ASEAN
Community, this is in connection with the holding of the National Celebration of ASEAN

Community Day. The content of which is self-explanatory.

2. Widest dissemination of this advisory is desired.

Enclosed: As statéd
Copy furnished: Records Unit

TO BE POSTED IN THE WERBSITE
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To : The Schools Division Superintendents

This Region

From : ALLAN G.

_ RNEZO, Ph.D., CESO IV
Director V/Reg

al Director
Date : February 1, 2016

Subject :  tnformation Dissemination on ASEAN Community

Attached is unnumbered Memorandum from MARIC A. DERIQUITO,
Undersecretary for Partnerships and Extemal Linkages, relative to the request for
information dissemination on ASEAN Community, materials of which are attached
herein. This is in connection with the holding of the Nationat Celebration of ASEAN
Community Day.

Please contact Ms. Farida Bianca P. Velicaria, of the Internationat
Cooperation Office (ICO) at telephone number 637-6463 or you may send your
queries through email at ico@deped. gov.ph.

For information and appropriate action.

Incl.: As stated

HRDD/RSA/m0.02.01.16

— “Edukasyon sa Pagbabago, ‘Kaunlaran at Kap_ajrapaaﬁ ng inang Bayan™  wwemeswes
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“MEMORANDUM
To Regionel Directors
Scheols Division Supenntendents
School Heads
Date’  : January 1.4, 2016 ~
Subjest :  information Dissemination on ASEAN Community

e S o e

The P‘nisppmes will conduct its nattonal celebration of the ASFAV Community Day in
yiew of the formal establishment of the ASEAN Community on 31 Decernber 20 :s\by
the ie&dem of all ASEAN Member States on 22 January 2016. This event aims to
bring awareness on the 1mpartance of ASEAN Community that is politically cohasive,

com::'mcally integrated, and socially responsible to effectively  respond to the
mgton al challenges and opportumtses

in thi$ regard, we would like to request your respective offices 1o disseminate the
attached materials periaining to the ASEAM Community. Soft copy of these materials
can be accessead through htips/igoo.gifCSYPzo.

For further coordination on the matter, Ms. Farida Biance P. Velicariz of our
iﬂtemc ticnal Cooperation Office (1CO).can be reached at telaphone number 837-
6463 1 cr electronic matl address ico@deped.qov.ph.

Thank y‘ou very much,

f ~. ~ f‘m
- L;.—\'_..JF

.ARI( 1 A, DERIQUITO
/. Undersecretary
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10 Things You Didn’t Kitow About ASEAN

1-ASZAN wili be B0 years old in two years’ time. It started with five founding member
countrigs in 1967 - indonesia, Mataysia, the Philippines, Singapore and Thaitand.
Brunii joined it in 1684, ASEAN's membership further expanded with-Viet Nans.
joining in 1995, Laos and Myanmar in 1897, and Cambodig in 1985,

2_—A$ CAN did not have a seCretariat untit 1975, nine years after is creation. ftis
based in the Indonesian capital, Jakarta, and is headed by a Secretary-General.

There are about 300 employees in the secratariat

B—Th_s% ASEAN charter entered into force in 2008. The charter gave ASEAN, after
more than 40 years of existence, a legal personglity and profiled it as a rules-based
organisation.

4-Each ASEAN Member State has appointed a Permanent Representative io
ASEAN with the rank of Ambassador based in Jakarta. All of thermn collectively
consiituie the Commitiee of Permanent Represeniatives {CPR), The CPR is dhaired
oy the ASEAN Member State holding the ASEAN Chairmanship. The CPR supports
the work of the ASEAN Cormmunity Councils and ASEAN Secioral Ministerial Bodies,
coordinates with the ASEAN National Secretariats, fiaises with the Secrelary-General
of ASEAN and the ASEAN Secretariat on ail subjects relevant to its work and
facilitates ASEAN cooperation with external partners. '

5-Eighty-three non-ASEAN countiies have sppointed ambassédors 0 ASEAN.

B-ASEAN has 10 Dialogue Partners. These are Australia, Canada, China, the
Euresean Union, india, Japan, New Zealand, the Republic of Korez, Russia and the
United States. ASEAN has also established a Comprehensive Partnership with the
United Nations. Mere countries are keen to be Dialogue Partners, including from as
far as Latin America and Europe.

?-If-.?\SEA-N werg a single country. it wourld ba the third largest aconomy in Asia and
the s2venth fargest in the world by GDP. At cusrent trends, it is projected to be the
wor’s fourth largest economy by 2050. '

3-The ASEAN chair — and host of annual ASEAN summits and meetings — rotates
yearly among member states, going by alphabetical order. But at times., the order
candiffer from this pattern. For instance, this year's Chair is Malaysia, to be followad
oy th= Lao Peaple's Democratic Repubtic in 2016. This is because Lao POR
swilched chairmanship slots with Myanmar, which had requested 2034. The
Phifippines will chair ASEAN in.2017, during its 50" Founding Anniversary.

8-Thz 8" of August is observed as ASEAN Day, marking the day of its creation
throl.gh the ASEAN Declaration in 1967. Various activities are held to mark it at tre
nztional and regional levels.

10-ASEAN is Keeping the momentum of regional integration and community-building
through the next 10 years, after the launch of the ASEAN Community in December
2015. ASEAN's Vision 2025 is a bold, visionary, progressive ard forward-tooking
dacument to reflect the aspirations of the aext generation of ASEAN nationats. it will
realise a politically integrated, secially responsible; and 2 truly peopie-orisnted.
peope-centred and rules-based ASEAN,
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Togethar, ASEAN Member States resolved io

- And On fo ASEAN 2025

- ASEAN has just launched the ASEAN Communily, bt has already put in place the path o ensine

fhat the monfrentum 7 the inlegration process continues over the aexl 10 yoars. ‘

ABEAN Loaders d::';;tared the format establishment of the ASEAN Cammunity on 31 December
2015 at their 2¢™ Suwnit in Kuata Lumpur in November. Bul they also pul.in place the next phaso

uf s consnlidation, '_fmiher integration and strangtr cohesiveness:

Ihrough ihe ASEAN Leaders’ Kuala Lumpur Deglacation o ASEAN 2025 Forging Ahead
mplarnent their vision of ASEAN 2025 in a imely
and effective manndr o push forward their desire and collective wilt to tive in & region-of iasting
paate, security and stabiity. sustained economic growth, shared prosperity and social progross,
a5 weell as promote ASEAN inferests, ideals and aspirations. ' '

The oulcome of o yeur of planning and inense discussions. ‘ASEAN 2025 Forging Ahead

Together' is a forward-acking roadmap that articuates their vision of ABEAN 10 years from now --
one it is “politically cohesive, acongmically integrated, and sociglly rasponsible” arel a
eansolidated cormmgnily across its three pilars - political-securily, cconomic and socio-cultural.

i sum. ASEAN 2 i reaffiens the commitment towards the continuation and consolidation of
ASLAN Communitytuilding,

ASEAN Lnaders have adopled the spegific Blueprints for ASLAN Community Vision 2024 i the
ihree pitars, These have aclion fnes/stratenic measures that seek 1o complete, within a specilic
and Emited fimeframe, kéy meoasures, Community-building aver the next decade will build an the
exgenences and exporiise anquired in the precedng 13 years 1o tackie now cidilenges, harmnnss
nev techinclogies and engure opporiunities for all,

Through the ASEAN Sommunity building proness, ASEAN dernonstrates to its partners and the
wodd that it is determnated o maintain ASFAN'S role in dealing with chatlenges that aftect pease,
soeunty and siablity i the fogion, S

The broad goals of ASEAN 2025 ingude putling more emphasis. on the peoples of ASEAN and
their weit-ieing: the wreased awareness of ASEAN, more engagement with the peoples of
ASEAN Member Stat:s; commitment to fundamental fraedoins, human Aghts and better tives:
strenigthened capacite 1o deat with challenges while maintaining ASEAN centrality; remaining an
cubwardluoking and, loial player: nlementing the ASEAN agbnda while pursuing national
aspiralions that confiisule 10 ASEAN Community-buiiding; and strengthening ASEAN organs and
the: ASEAN Secretarniat, ’

ASEAN 2025 lays 0v* & vision of an interfinked, theiving community not enly for ASEAN peogies.
Bul for ASEANS parkers. '

For ASEAN peoples, ASEAN 2025 means that they will continue 1o Ive in 3 more united, socure,
peacelul and cohesiys region; enjoy the pratection of human nights and lundamentsl reedoms, be
better prepared against gandemics and natural disssters, enjoy greater prosperily, and benafi:
frem gredies job opperunities and corectivily,

For ASEAN's pariner., ASEAN 2025 means engaging with @ Community that 12 committed Yo asd

has the capacity to dentrtbute 1o a. peaceha, secure and stabie region; can respond effectively fo
existing and erserging. challenges, and is committed ‘o working with external parthers 1o agdress
Essues ranging fraim doug-refated crimes o trafficking in persans and peaple smuggling. Engaging
with the ASEAN Comnunity offers more economic; trade and investient opporluglics and
linkages with an ASEAN that has a gresterrole and veice.In giobal canomic fora and oonisibuies

1o ginbal gronomis gevamarice.



ASEAN Coes Far Beyond Summits

its summits and ministerial meetings get a lot of media coverage, but ASEAN's.
engagement with its stakehoiders. pariners and constituencies goes far beyond official
venues. ' - '

For example; the ASEAN Foundation was created during ASEAN's 30™ anniversary in
1687 with the twin objectives of promoting greater awareness about ASEAN, greater
interaction among the peoples of ASEAN and their participation in ASEAN activities; as
well as contribute to the evolution of a deveiopment cooperation strategy that promotes
mutual assistance, equitabie economic development, and poverty alleviation.

Called ‘the people’s arm of ASEAN' and mandated by the ASEAN Charter fo support
the ASEAN Secretary-General in the community-building process, the ASEAN
Foundation's range of activities includes arganising and promoting education, training in
stience and technology, health and cuiture by providing fellowships to and supporiing
exchanges of ASEAN youth and students, and promoting collaborative work among
academics, professionals and scientists.

Among the Foundation’s programs is the ‘Model ASEAN Meeting', an interaciive
process where siudents and young people role-play as ASEAN senior officials in an
ASEAN meeting as part of an intéresting and enjoyable leaming experience. The first
Modet ASEAN Meeting was held in Kuala Lumpur in tandem with the 27" Summit in
Novermber 2015.

Also ensirrined in the ASEAN Charter is the creation of an ASEAN human rights body,
which was established as the ASEAN Intergovernmerntal Commission on Human Rights
in Z0089. 1. is the firs! sub-regional human rights institution in the Asia-Pacific. The
Commiss:on played a key role in the drafting of the ASEAN Human Rights Dectaration
and the Phnom Penh Statement on the Adoplion of the AHRD. which ASEAN Leadars
approved in 2012 as a framework for human rights cooperation a#nd a mechanism to
mainstrézm human rights in-all three pillars of the ASEAN Community.

Apart frory the ASEAN Foundation and the AICHR, which are provided for i the
ASEAN Charter, there also exists a diverse group of organisations that are accrediied
as "entities associated with ASEAN” that are 1o support the purposes and principles of
the Charler. These entities may be involved in ASEAN-related dialogues, consultations,
semingrs. workshops and fora.

There ar%- 78 associated entities at present, consisting of parliamentarians, business
organisatons, think tanks and academic institutions, accredited civil society
organisations and other stakeholders in ASEAN. For instance, the ASEAN Inter-

. Parlizamentary Assembly consists of parliarmentarians or members of legistative

!

assemblies i ASEAN Member States.



“There arecurrently 19 business organisations classified as entities associated with
ASEAN, coming from sectors such as airlines, banking, textile; tourism and shipping.
Exampilesiinciude the ASEAN Business Advisory Council, ASEAN Bankers'
Associati_on, and ASEAN International Ai‘rpc}rts Association,

Two thtnk tanks or academic institutions are amcmg the ASEAN associated entities that
provide analyses and venues of discussion on various strategic issues. These are the
ASEAN-institute of Strategic and International Studies Network in the region, and the
ASEAN Institute for Peace and Reconcifiation.

There are’ 52 civil society organisationsaccredited to ASEAN as of November 2015,
They mciude the AirAsia Foundation, ASEAN Confederation of Employers, ASEAN
Fisheries Association, ASEAN Footbali Federation, ASEAN Law Association. ASEAN
Music industry Associalion, and Southeast Asian Studies Regional Exchange Program
Fcundanon

Finaly, there are four groups classified as ‘other stakeholders in ASEAN'; which inciude
the ASEAN Supremie Audit institutions, Federation of Institutes of Food Science and
Technology in ASEAN, Southeast Asaan Fisheries Development Cenlre and the
Working Group for an ASEAN Human Rights Mechanism,

Regardiess of which sector they focus on, theseorganisations and entities associated
with ASEAN share a common objective in camplementingASEAN'S Community-buiiding
efforts, and coninbuhng to a deepened sense of a shared ASEAN identity. ASEAN
mvites othnr organisations and entities in the region to expiore opporiunities to
associate with ASEAN, and contribute to the strengthening of the ASEAN Community
beyend 2{}15



ASE AN Enters 2016 As A Community

ASEA\! ushers in 2016 as a Commiunity, bringing to fruthion an integration
process that creates new opportunities for its 622 miflicn peopie to make use
of the ASEAN Cornmunity's outward-looking character, economic robustness
and. :,hared regional identity for Southeast Asia's overall development.

The ASEAN Commumty was formally jaunched on 31 Dacember 2015,
marking ASEAN's further consolidation since its creation in 1987, °ltis a day
we have all been wailing for. it is a day that we — ASEAN - gan be proud of”
Prime Minister Najib Tun Abdul Razak of Malaysia, ASEAN Chair for 2015,
said zt the opening of the 27" ASEAN Sumwmit and Related Summits on 21
November 2015,

“The . ealisation of the ASEAN Community has set a milestone in the
integratiori process and will ensure fasting peace, security and resilience in an
outwiird-iooking region, with economies that are vibrant, competitive and
highly integrated, and an inclusive community that is embedded with a strong
sensiy of togetherness and common identity ~ ASEAN Leaders said in their
Declaration on the Establishment of the ASEAN Community.issued at their
27 Summit in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on 22 November 2015,

At thﬂ same time, it is important that the process of communlty~bu|ld:ng'
continues in the coming vears. Thus, ASEAN Leaders have committed-to
continued tegional integration over the next decade, by adopting the Kuata
Lumpur Declaration on ‘ASEAN 2025: Forging Ahead Together' that sefs
targets to meet by 2025,

The Community’s faunch is the culmination of various initiatives of regional
mtec ration which have taken place over nearly five decades. #t marks the
comaletion by ASEAN Member States of the blueprints for the three
Corrmunity pillars, after ASEAN Leaders in 2007 decided to move the goal of
-estaahshmg the ASEAN Community ta 2015 frorm the original target of 2020.

The ASEAN Community consists of three pillars — the Poiitical- Secunly
Communﬁyk Economic Commumiy and Socio-cultural Cornmunity,

Asan ASEAN political-security community, ASEAN forms a group of 10
sovereign Member States that have a common, shared stake in being
Antenally resitient and promoting a rutes-based, outward-iooking region that
enjcys lasting peace, security and stability. it follows the principles of the
ASEAN Charter, uses consultation and consensus-building and adheres to
the use of peaceful means in resolving disputes.

Despﬁe the wide diversity of ASEAN Member States, Prime Minister Najib
sai¢ they have managed 1o transcend these differences. "We have become a
uniaue example of how 10 different nations can form a shared vision. Of how
we are many, but we are one as ASEAN,” he added.

The: ASEAN Econonic Community is taking shiape with the free movement of
gooeds, services, capital and skilled tabour, with a view to improving the lives
of ASEAN citizens. ltwili be a single market and production base, a highly



‘competitive economiic region and equitabie economic development and one:
futly inlegrated into the global economy.

Thesé will boost both ASEAN's intra-fegicnal economy as well as its

_aiirac;t veness to externat economic gariners as an investment destination and
a consumer base of 622 million people. ASEAN has been a region of
continued economic growth-and ils engines continue to hum even when
qro_wﬂ' slows in other parts of the world.

-

ASEAN couniries have a combined GDP of US$2.6 triflion as of 2014 . and a
GDP (;mwth rate of 4.6 percent,

Withln ASEAN the Member States’ tmplementat:on of measures to deepen
ecmcr‘mc mtegranon by simplifying rules, harmonising regulalory structures,
easing the movement of goods across borders, reducing or eliminating non-

tariff bamiers — wilt further deepen if"iira“r’EQIOF'id] economic Hinks. -

Exterrally, ASEAN as a single market and production base is expected fo
draw roore foreign direct invesiment, and thus help spur economic growth and
areate more job opportunities to help address poverty and ecanomic
inequ‘aiities;

ASEAN continues to attract robust levels of { foreign direct investment, a major
factor in its economic growth. Foreign direct investment inflows reached
US$1 36.18 billion.in 2014, ug from US$95 84 billion in 2011

The further reduction of barriers. to intra-ASEAN irade over the next decade,
iy particutar non-tariff barriers, will be a Key contribution: to deepening
econemic integration. Trade has traditionally been a major driver of econamic
growth in Southeast Asia, so maintaining healthy growth in trade, including
through the reduction of trade barriers, is vital to the region’s economic health.

Inira—f#\SEAN-trade makes at 24 .1 percent of its %oia_l irade, while exira-
ASEAN trade stands &l 75.9 percent,

At !helr November summit, ASEAN Leaders stressed that community- bmid:nq
must make a difference in the lives of citizens who are the beneficiaries of 3~
'_peopie=-0rtented people-centred ASEAN. This part of community-buiiding will
be the: focus of ongoing initiatives such as programs fo narow the
develspment gap within and among Member States, and to widen and

deepen connectivity linkages in the region.

As the ASEAN Leaders said in their Declaration on the Establishment of
ASEAN Community, ASEAN aspires to establish a Community "where our
peopi% continue 1o participate in and benefit {ully from the ongoing process of
ASEAN integration and community building:” '

(30)

Sources: ASEAN,org statistics, speeches and documents at the 27" ASEAM
Sumrut speech V Hirubalan, AbEAN briafers given by the Secretariat.



C is for Connectivity

in 201 5 a power interconnection project linked indanesia’s West Kalimantan province and.
‘u‘iaiaysaa 3 Sarawak slate. By 2020 theSingapore-Kunming Rail Link (SKRL) wil! run through
Snnqapow Malaysaa Thaitang, Cambodia. Vietnamand biyanmar,

{"onnec‘n:ms like the above agre the arterigs of buiding an ASEAN Commumtybo{hm the form of
hard mfraatructure and'softer’ inkages through people-to- peop!e cutturat or trade ties. They play
3 crucial part in- strengthening andfostering ASEAN as a vibrant regmn for doing business,

connecnrgns 10 Member States and their peopies.

wdany mﬁ mese Intra-ASEAN links have been put in place under the Master Plan on ASEAN
Connectivity, which ASEAN Leaders adopted as 2 plan of action from 2011 to 2018 for a closer
and more integrated ASEAN. The MasterPlanidentifies thiee types of connectivity <through the
enhanced development of physical infrastructure {physical connectivity), effective institutions,
mechamc ms and processes {instilutional connectivity}, and empowered people for- axpanded
opportustiies{people-to-paople connactvity) Synergistic  efforts  under  sub-regional
arrangefents such as Brunei-indonesia-Malaysia-Philippines East ASEAN Growth Area (BIMP-
EAGA), Indanesia-Mataysia-Thaitand Growth Triangle (IMT-GT) and Greater Mekong Suoregien
{GMSY could also play critical roles in catalyzing the building of ASEAN Community.

The physica} connectivity projects cover a mix of initiatives to ease the flow of goods,
services,and peoplein the region. These inciude the ASEAN Highwray Network, 47 designated
maritime ports, anASEAN Broadband Corridor and ASEAN Power Grid flagship infrastructure
projects that seek. to bring connectivity across borders and bring benefits such a8 irproved
competitiveriess of regional production aetworks, better irade, services, investment ffom and
,cductior s in development gaps.

Three transport facilitation agreements aiso contribute to physical conn’ectiviéy_— the ASEAN
framewo k agreements on the facilitation. of goods in transit, facilitation on inter-stale transport.
and on puitimodal transport —aim to reduce costs and boost the movernent of vehicles. goods.
services across borders; For example, Lao PDR and Vietnam had officially launched & single-
stop ingpection system at the Lac Baoa-Dansavanh border checkpoint in 2015 to facililate trade -
betwean the twe countries and along the East-West Economic Corrigor,

ASEAN. Momber States are making it easier 1o move goods af, within and acrossnational
bofders mmud.ng through each Member State's National Single Window. By early 2036, the
ASEAN Single Windowwill be implemented ameng exchange-ready Member States: ASEAN is
also pursging an ASEAN Single Aviation Market and -an ASEAN Single Shtppmg Marke! as pant
of realising its goals of becoming a single market and production base, and to kuther open up
progreéé;iuely to investments from within and beyond the region.

nstitutiona’ connectivity measures include thase that facilitate frade, such as the ASEAN Trade
Reposé'i_cﬁs'y and Mational Trade Repositories. ASEAN also continues to address non-tanff
barriers to boost infra-ASEAN trade and investment and to harmornse standards and conformity
assessfzrent procedures a0ross Member Stajes.



_ lmpl oving connechons that make ASEAN & peopk,«onented and pcople cendered community
inciudes initiatives and opportunities that bring #s. people together on a cultural and individuat
ievel, almwmg themn o get to know one another betler. These range from mnigatives that promote
grealer: mebility through the progresswe relaxation of visa requirements. the multitataral
agreement on the liberalisation of alr services. as well as mutual recegnition. arrangements, lo
educational initiatives like student exchanges, the ASEAN Interdationat Mobilty of Students
Program and ASEAN studies courses that focus on forging an ASEAN regional identity. For
mstance ASEAN Member States are promoting the use of the Curriculum Scurcebook. for
primary. and secondary schools {o complement their exisiing supplementary materals on
ASEAN,

ASEAN has now embarked on the journey to formulate the Post-2015 Agenda for ASEAN
Connectvity. it will analyse and address, among others, resource mobiiisation, :rlEiudmg new
fmancmr vehicles, and the strenczthemng of msh:uteana! mechanisms, mciudmg the alignment
and coordination of siakeholders as well as engaging businssses, nor-government
organisetions and civil society.

Qveral; ohysical, institutional and people-to-people connectivity will promote economic growth.
naorow the development gap, enhance Tegional competllweness and promote deeper lies
‘armong | ASEAN peoples and between ASEAN and the rest of tha world. Strong and vibrant
connettivity is essential toASEAN's drive towards becommg a mare competilive and resitient
reglon ti‘at is firmly zniegratedm the glébal econormy.



The Long :Lloumey to Economic Int"egra'tion

The A{:EAN Econcmic Community gets a lot of mention these. days, but ASEAN s;numey of
BCONONHS laztegrataon haa actually been underway for over decades.

The economic linkages that bind ASEAN together have taken raot through different channeis
over time. This includesdifferent ASEAN countries sharingcompi emeniary roles in
manufacturng, the improved ease in moving products across borders, and other mechanisms
that faciiitate the smoother flow of goods, services and capital, and skilled iat}ouracross the
region. :

This contnbutes towards the narrative on ASEAN being one of the mast dynamic regions in
the world, and a key contributor to world ecenomic growth. Economic integration — and the
doors of oaaoriumty it opens —hasbroughtconcrste financial and economic taeref;ts to
hundreds o itions of pedple in ASEAN.

If it were _a; single country, ASEAN onld-be the seventh latgest economy in the worid and the
third larges$: in Asia. From 2007 to 2014, its combined GDP nearly doubled to 2.57 trillion US
dellars '

Tariffs among ASEAN countries stand at nearly zero today, bringihg}dnﬁvn the price of goods
and increasing choice for consumers. ASEAN has aiso become a world class invesiment
"destination attracting 136 billion US doflars in foreign direct investment in 2014, thus creating
more economic and empioyment opportunities fonts population.

Looking aheat, the further iberafisation and integration of ASEAN's economies after the
faunch of the ASEAN Economic Community in December 2015 is expected 1o bri ing more
benehis fm' the region. Collectively AGEAN is pro;ected to become the world's 4‘ largest
economy bv 2050.

Formally ectabhshed on 31 December 2015, the ASEAN Ecaonomic Commumty iAEC’ sa
major milsstone in the- ongozng regional economic mtegratmn agenda of ASZAN. Adopted by,
fhe ASEAN Leaders in November 2007, the AEC Blueprint {2008-2015) has helped chart the
_reglon s journey towards the formal establishment of the AEC, characterized by (a) a single
markes an{j_ production base, {b) a highly competitive economic region, (¢} a region of
‘equitable éf*'onomic development, and (ha region fully integrated into th'e global economy.

As an mteg ated community, ASEAN aims to be a region where there are simphfied rules,
lower tariffs and harmonisedstandards and closer reguiatory cooperation, greater
transparem y and a talented, well-educated poo! of workers and a large, vibramt consumer
base.

The story o* ASEAN secenomic cooperation and integration spans more than fuu: gacades, .
its foundaimn having been planted through the seventies and picking up pace in the nineties.

As early a§' 1677. ASEAN put in place the ASEAN Preferential Trade Agreement. The steps
toward deener economic integration quickened with the Framework Agreement on Enhancing
ASEAN E¢onomic Cooperation, which covered areas ranging from brade, industry, minerals



and energy‘ fmance and banking: food, agricuiture, and forestry transport and
communicetons.

This led to sther ASEAN trade accords, including the 1992 ASEAN Frag Trade Area {AFTA)
thatis largeiy responsible for tariff reductions within the region AFTA aimed to boost ASEAN's
tompetitive edge as a production base mmugh the elimination of tarifts ard non-tanff bariers,
and thmugh the aftraction of more foseign direct investment into the region. Other agreements
that pushed economic integration range from the ASEAN Framework Agreement on Services
“in 1995, the ASEAN Trade in Goods Agreement in 2010 which consclidates ASEAN
commitmerits and initiafives on trade in goods, and the ASEAN. Comprehenswe investment
Agreement in 2012

By 2003, AaEAN Leaders dectared the formation of the ASEAN Economic Comrmunity as the
goal of regsonal economic integration within the ASEAN Community. <

n 2007, thvyddoptod the Blueprint that served as the master plan guiding the establishment
of the ASEAN Economic Community in 2015, a completion date that had been moved up from
2020. ' .

~ As at.end-October 2015, the ASEAN Economic Community Scorecard, which tracks the -
progress of the measures in the Blueprint, showed that ASEAN had implemented 92.7% or
469 out of 506 measures they committed to undertake. in terms of the four areas of
‘mtegratlon under the Economic Community, Member States had fulfilled 100% of the
measuses: elating 1o equitable economic development and ASEAN's integration into the

global ecoriomy. The rema:mng key measures will be prioitised for implementation by end-
2186, :

Atthe samﬂ time. ASEAN Leaders have acknowledged the need to continue workinq on
fegional eccnomic integration.

inthe areg of trade liberalisation, ASEAN Member States will need to continue working on
reducing non-tarifi bairiers, which Mataysian Prime Minister Najib Tun Abdul Razak said
remain “toc extensive” and hinder free and open trade across ASEAN economies,

_:ASEAN Leaders have aiso commitied to ensuringthat the contmued integration processis
inclusive, snd also serves to narow the development gap among and within ASEAN Member
States,

These considerations are also why ASEAN’s newer members -~ Cambuodia, Lao POR,
Myanmar and Vietnam ~ have until 2018 to fully adopt the ASEAN Economic Community's
tariff iberalisationcommitments. While regional integration efforts are underway, ABEAN
hasaiso pul in place other frameworks to narrow the development gap such asthe initiative for
ASEP\N Intﬂgratlon



FAGSE: The ASEAN Community
1 Howwuid vou describe the ASEAN Community in brief?

The ASEAN Communitywilt bring the 10 Member States of ASEANeven closer together as

we wall babound by the shared vision of a durable, peaceful, stable and ProSpPerous Fegion.

Community-building has. three pillars - in the political-security, economic.and socie-cultural

areas. The eatabl:silment of 'a Communityis a significant mliestone InASEAN's continuad

evo uﬁar as an orgarvsation with 2 common regional identity, one that 15. home o some 520
miflion people aspiring for'One Visian, Gne Identity, One Commurnity’

2 The Community is in place on Dec. 31, 2015. What changes can we expect in the
new yeé‘f‘?

ASL:AN Sommunity-building 1s an ongoing process, notan overnight transformatitn,
Toprepare forits launch, ASEAN Member States have underiaken initiatives underthe three
ASEAN Zommunity blueprmts aimed at-deepening and widening integration. ASEAN
Leadem have also adopted the 'ASEAN Commiinity Viston2025" which charts our cortinued
mtegran s and consolidation over the next 10 years.

3 How wiil'the ASEAN Community affect my everydag fife?

The g:rlmary goal of regionat integration through the ASEAN Communily-is toimprove the
fives of ASEAN's clitizens. The 2015 Kuala Lumpur Declaration on The E:stablishment of The
ASEAN Community, issued by ASEAN Leaders at the 27" ASEAN Summit in November
2015, speaks of their aspiration to establish “a truly rules-hased, peopie-oriented. peopia-
centred Community where sur pecples contine to. participate in and benefit fully from the
-ongoing pracess of ASEAN integration a2nd community-building.”

Foran ASEAN cmzen the Community will offer opportunities such as a bigger, more open
and rules-based market for business, more trade, and increased people-to prople
interacton throlgh commerce, travel and edutation, amang others,

4 Wil ! we able to travel freely in the region or work in another ASEAN country?

va f%oufs__agreements and initiatives within ASEAN have eased travat among ASEAN
nationals’ countries, and more are undenway.

1n the a-e2 of employment. the Mutual Recognition Arrangemr.nts within ASEAN Comumunity
prcmde for the freer movement of skitted professionals— engineers, nurses, architects land
surveytrs, medical doctors and dentists; ascountants, and tourism professionals.

5 Somf ASEAN membets havedifferences with each cther. How will the ASEAN
Cnmm:mﬁy help in these?

Like in: any famdly, ASEAN Member States mayhave differing views on a range-of ssues;
and & rumber have pending border issues. ASEAN Member States are comimitied to the
ASEAN Charler.as their guiding principle, which includes resolvingany disputes through
_pe-acefui means. Among cthers, the "ASEAN Way' is aboutCormmunity and oonssass-



buiiding, non-violence over confrontation, modearation over extremism, and a peaceiul
setlement of disputes.

ASEAN: ilas a number of agreemants for promoting regional peace, cooperation and
qc}iadar:ty This inclidesthe 1871 Declaration on the Zcme ol Peace, Freedom and
Nemraim the 1978 Treaty of Amity and Ccnperatnon and the 2004 Promcoi for Enbanced
Dispuite Seltlement Mechanismior resalving economic-related disputes The ASEAN
Dab!arattm on'the South China Sea (1992 and the Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in
the South China Sea (2002)aiso play a key role in maintaining peace. security and stabitity
in the South: China Sea A third example of how ASEAN manages tross-border chaflenges is
the ASEAN Agreement on TransboundaryHaze Poliution.



QUOTES
Bru nei; Darussalam

"For me, the ASEAN Community is about mobility. For Bruneians, we know about
bmqapveans the Malaysians and indonesians, but.as ASEAN airlines expand their
reach, we meet more of our ngighbours from Cambodia, Laos and Myanmar. Growing
mohl!!ty connects us, and offer more opportunities to get o know each other ©

Ak Kéfﬁaf GhadaliPgSuhaimi, 35, youth activist and-a food entrepreneur in' Bondar-Sori
Begawen

C—ambdriia

"The AC. EAN Community focuses on the economy, peace, polilics and cultual
deuesom\er't To compete with other colintries, | think Cambodia must develop: her
human resources with good qualifications and potential.”

—Jtham}fs_.:th_. 24,8 student at P&nhasasfra University, Cambodia

Indonesia

“For me, the ASEAN Community is an opporiunity to make friends with people from
other rrs‘mber countries. if we have friends in each ASEAN COUNry, tfaveihrg around
ASEAN can be cheap as we can stay with them or at least ask for their advice on how
o visit: heir country with a limited budget. Mare than that, our friends can become
business partners or network. | myself wotild 1ok into how | can export handicraft to
other ASEAN countries and- what | can import from other ASEAN counties to sell in.
Indonesia. | am excited and looking forward to its inauguration.”

-Lu.{f'ah"_t.w'nanzi, employee arnd Eng!fsh—ﬁferafure. graduale in Jakarta
a0 'Pﬁ'fw’{

“The AQ EAN Community is fike a friendship bridge that unites our region as one. We
share our }\nowiedge to help cur economies grow stronger We share boiders and we
cooperaie with each other to bu;ld a better community. "

-Chdr;{h idaPhomdouangdy. 25, 3dmmfstrdbve assistari amnd mf:(wnome? at-the Laos
fiuqfrafm Institute
Malaysia

“The ASEAN Community is like a ‘group of 10 friends helping each other become richer
and Betlﬁr even if they are 10 very differem people.”

-Joseph Goh, 19, student at Brickfield Asia College, Kuala Lumptr



Myamﬁar

"iU's ver good for the whoie region and we. as brothers and sisters, werk together to
©achievé reach ihat gosl . . Myanmar wilt get a role in ASEAN soocrer or later it will be
gond fiend of ASEAN.. One more thing is that if vou.are nice o us, we will e nicar 1o
you, W aie ASEANT.

-Mwo T atitel, 39, journalist with the Democratic Voice of Burma in. Yargor

Phi!ipﬁs-nes

"We are one with ali that surrounds us. We have ta see ourselves not just as Filipinos
but as ;:art of the dynamic ASEAN Community, part of a bigger world, into which we
have been placed. | ses the ASEAN Commumty as a movement of engaged individuals
ready to advance the causes of the region through consuitations, discussigns,
collaborations, exchange of technologies, and active partlc:patmn it calls for a united
sland 0N 1ssues that might potentially harm our region, be they economic, political, or
SOCio- c:;l’mr'}I

b ehis G(Jz‘maifan} a medical doctor and child development specialist in Manila
Singapore

"To me the ASEAN Community is about working hard. Collectively, there is huge
potentml in the region in the form of untapped potential. Ferming such a community can
help foster good ties and relations, as well as allow the member states to tap into each
-other's expertise, fuelting growth in the region.”

- Hoiden Lim, 25 a student who works alaboratory officer in Singapore
Thanaéd

"Ta me the ASEAN Commumty looks fike the answer 1o many guestions. Each ASEAN
member has been preparing in its own way. We will cross borders to each other more,
and mtc;ht have more power 1o negotiate with powerful countries.”

' .D;fsayaD:-rsayasm, 21, student at Thanumasat University. in Bangiok

U‘ietnétn

“The AS SEAN Community means both opportunities and challenges to iis stakeholders.
One of the most mportant requirements to work in the ASEAN Commumty is English
f!uency I think we, the ASEAN Community, should have more inttiatives to promote the
use ofknglish as our regional language. However, | feel excited about Vietnam's:
participatiorr in it, since # is a good chance for us to grasp the opportunities o overcome -
argd responci 1o the challenges.”

-Dr Le Hoang Dung, 38. dean of the Faculty of English Linguistics and Literature,
Umw:n ity of Sociat Sc;encsts and Humanities, Vietnam Nalional University-Ho Chi Minth
City





