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Date: June 8.2016

DISSEIV.ID{r\TION OF- DepED \{E {ORAI{DIr}{ No. 91 s- 2016 S. Rn :

"RFPLiBLIC .:l.CT NO. l08d{ ( .dr Act Cr€ating the Department of Information
and Coinmuirirations 'f€chnoiog}-, Der'ining lts Porers and Function,
.{ppropriating F-unds Therefor, and for Other Purposes)"

For thc information and guidance of all concemed- enclosed is a copl' of DepEi)
\4emorandum No 91 s. 2016 ltE : REPLIBLIC ACT NO. 10844 ( ,:\,tt Act
Creating the I)epartment of Intbrmalion and Communicalions 'l'echnology*,

Defining Itr Porvers and lunctiou, Appropriating l\nrls 'Ilrerefor, and for Other
Purposes)" r.r'1-rich is se lf-explanatory.

l. Imrnediate dissenrination of this lv{cmorandum is desircd.

To be indi.ated ;n the perpetrri Index
U der the folJowing sutljects
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Schools
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D€PEd MEMORANDUM
No. 91 , s.2o16

DI88Bf,IXATIOtr OF REPI,BLIC ACT TO. 1O8.I4
(Ale Act Creating the Departmeat of Information and Communications Tedrnolory,

Defining Its Fowers and Functions, Appropriating Funds fberefor,
and for Other Puposesl

lo: Undersecretaries
Assistant Secretaries
Bureau and Service Directors
Regional Directors
Schoole Division Superintendents
Public and Private Elernentary and Secondary Schools Heads
All Othere Concerned

l. For the information and gu.idance of all concerned, enclosed is a copy of

Republic Act No. l08zl4 dated May 23, 2O16 entitlcd Ao Act CErrtttlg t.h.
pcea*acat of Infornrtlon end Comnuaicttlonr Tcc&aologl' Deinlng ltr
Doron eld hacttoar, Appropcletlag Eundr Ttccfur' ald for ()thcr hrlprcr.

2. lmmediate disscmination of tiis Memorandum is desired.

ER. ANf,IIIA. rsc

Encl.:
As stated

ReGrence:
None

To be indicated in the Bfpesdltlex
under the following subjects:

INFORMATION TECHNOI'GY
LEGISI.ATIONS
STRAND: kgal and kgislative Alfairs

Madel: Di!gEiEal&?l-8L!@
Gl76-llay 31, 2or6lJun 1

DaEd C@pIe& lrerslco Aveouc, pEsig cig ,u- F *r-r2o", 63s-722,1632-lrx5r* aa6-O"r6r*ra- I li,r*.u"*u.*.r,



(Enclosure to DepEd Memorandum No. 9L, s.201,6)
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Begun and held in Metro Manila, on Monday, the twenty-seventh
day of July, two thousand fifteen.

I REPUBL|C Acr No. 10 8 4 4 t

AN ACT CREATING THE DEI'.\RTNIE\T OI.' I N}'ORNL.\TIO}'I
AND COIIfIIUMCATIO ).iS TECHNOLOGY, DEFINING
ITS POIVERS A}iD FI.'NCTIONS. APPROPRL{TII\iG
FtlN-DS THEREFOR. A};D FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Be it enacted by the knate an i House oJ' Representttives of the

P hil ippine.t in C ongress ass,' mh lad :

SRtrtox l. Sftort Title. -- This Act shall be known as
the "Department of Information and (hmmunications Technologr
Act of2015'.

Snc. 2. Decloratian of Policy. - It is hereby declared the
policy of the State:

(a) To recognize the vital role of information and
communication in nation-building;



O) To ensure the provieion of a atrateg"ic, reliable,
cost-efficient and citizen-centric information and
communications technolog:y (ICT) infrastructure, By8tems
and resources as instruments of good governance and global
competitiveness:

(c) To eneus universal acce.qs to quality, afbrdable, retiable
and eecure ICI serrrices;

(d) To pronrote the development and widespread use of
emerging ICT and foster and acce.lerate the convergence of ICI
and lCT-enabled facilities;

(e) To ensure the avai-labilig and acces-sibiliry* of ICI
senices in areas not adequately served by the private sector;

(0 To foster an ICT sector pohcy environment that *'ill
promote a broad market-led d*velopment of the ICT and
ICT-enabled services tlCT-ES) sectors, a level playing 6eld"
partnership between the public and private sectors, etrategic
alliance with foreign investors and balanced inveshnents between
hich-growth and economically-depressed areas;

G) To promote and assiet the development of local ICI
contenq applications and gerrices which may indude eupport for
ICT-based start-up enterprises through strategic partnerships;

(h) To promote the use of I(lT for the enhancement of key
public sen'ices, such as education, pubhc health and safety,
reve nue ge neration, a nd socio.civic p urpoees :

(i) To encour&ge the use of ICT for the development and
promotion of the country's arts and culture, tourism and national
identity:

0) to promote digital literacy, ICT experti.ee, and
knowledse-building nmong citizens to enable them to participate
and compete in an evolving [CT age;
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(t) To empower, through the uee of ICT, the disadvantaeed
segmente of the population, irlcluding the elderly, persons with
disabilities arid indigenous and minority groupe;

0 To ensure the right.s of individuals to privacl and
confidentiality of their persoqal information;

(m) To ensure the securitt'of critical ICT infrastructures
including iaformation assets of t;he governmeot, indiv'iduals and
businesses; and

(n) To provide oversight over agencies governing and
regulating the ICIeector and ensure consumer protection and
welfare, data privacy and security, foster competition and the
growth ofthe ICT sector.

Snt'. 3. Definitton of Ternts. - As used in this Act, the
follo*"ing terms are defined as follows:

(a)1 Int'ormation and Communications Technology or ICT
sh:rll mean the totalif-v of electronic means to acrese, croate, cullect,
store, process, receive. transrrrit, present and dis.qeminate
information;

(b\ Concergence shall mern the interface between and
among various telephony, raili.o, video. broadcasting and
multimedia in-&astructure, devices and services, enabling users
or subscribers thereof to commurricate with one another;

(c) Electronic Gouernmen!. or E-Gorternrnenl shall mean
the use ofICT by the government and the public to enhance the
access to and delivery of government serldces to bring about
efficient, responeive, ethical, accountable and transparent
government serrrice;

(4 lcf Socror shall mean those engaged in providine gpods
and senriors primarily intended tri frrlfill or enable the function of
information processing and communication by el,ectronic rneans.
The IC,T sector includes telecommunicstions and broadcast
information operators. ICT equipment manufacturers,
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multimedia content developers and providere, ICT solution
providers, internet seryico providers, ICT training ingtitutions,
eoftware developere and ICT-ES providers;

(e) ICT-Enobbd Seruices or ICT-ES Sector ehall mean
thoee eugaged in providing senriceo that require the intrineic use
of ICTg including engineering or architectwal desigxr, informatics
een ice providers, offshoring and outsourcing eeryice prcviders
such as cell ceuters, back ofrce prucessing, softwa.re development,
medical or legal hanecription, animation, game developmenl and
other eervicee that require the intrinsic use of a networked
ioformation infrastmcture; and

(f) Chicf Informatbn Officer ot C/Osha[ Eean a senior
omcer in all national government agencies (NGAs), including
constitutional ofEces, etate universities and collegee (SUCs),
governme nt-owned a nd -controlled corporations (GO CCe), a nd
government financral institutione (GFIs) responeible for the
development and management of the agenry's ICT systems and
applications.

SEc. 4. Crmtion of tfu Department of Informatbn and
Communicotians Technohgr (DICT). - There is hereby created
the Department of Inforaati,on and Communicahorx Techmlogr,
hereinafter referred to aa the Department.

SEC. 5. Ma*datc. - The Department shsll be tbe primarf'
policy, plannins, ordinating. implementing, and adminisradve
entity of the Executive Branch of the governrnent that will plan,
develop, and promote the national ICT development agenda.

SEc. 6. &werc and Fur'rc,tians. - The Department shall
exercise the foUowing powera and fi,rnctionsl

I. Policyand Planning

(a) Formulate. rccommedand inpbmentnatioDalpoiidesr
plans, prograna and guidelim that rill promote tbe derrelryuent
and ue€ of tC'I with due consideration to the advantages of
onvergene and emerging iechoologiee;
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1b) Formulate policies and initiatives, in oordination with
the Department of Education (DepED), the Comoi-qeion on lligher
Education (CHED). and the Technical Education and Skills
Development.q,uthorify GESDA). tn develop and promote ICT in
education consistent with the national goals and objectives, and
responsive to the human resource needs ofthe ICT and ICT-ES
sectorS;

(c) Prolide an integrated tiamework in order to optimize
all government ICT resourtes and networks for the identification
and prioritization of all E-Governrnent s5istems and applications
as provided for in the E-Government Masterplan and the
Philippine Development Plan (PD P):

IL lmproved Public Acce-*-.

(d) Prescribe rt-les and regrr.lations for the establishment,
operation and maintenance of ICT infrastructure$ in unserved
and undersen'ed areas, m ctnsulkition n'ith the local government
uruts (LGLis), civil society organizations (CSOst, private sector,
and the academe:

(e) Establish s free internt't service that can be acceesed
in government offices and public an:as using tlre moe t cust-effective
telecommunicahons technologr, through partnerehip with private
sen'ice providers as may be necessary;

III. Resource-Sharing and Capacity-Building

0 Hnrmonize and coordinate all national ICT plans and
initiatives to ensure knowledge, informatron ald resource-sharing,
database-building and agency networking linkages among
government agencies. consistent with E-Government objectives
in particular, and national objectives in general;

(g) Ensure the development and protection of rntegrated
government ICT infrastructures and designa, tahing into
consideration the inventory of existing Eanpower, plans,
programs, aoftware, hardware, an<l inetalled eysteme;
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(h) Assist and provide technical expertise to govemment
agencies in the development of guidelines ia the enforcement and
administration of laws, standards, rulee, and regulations
governinglCT;

(i) *{seese, review and support ICT research and
development programs of the government in coordination with
the Department of Science and Tecirnolog! POST) and other
institutions concarned;

(j) Prescribe the personnel qualifications and other
qualificarion standards essenhal to the effective development and
operation of government ICT infrastructures and systems;

0r) Develop programs that would enhance the career
adva ncemenl opportuniiies of I CI workers in government;

(1) Assist in the dissemination ofvital information essential
to disaster risk reduction through the use ofICT;

(m) Represent and negotiate for Philippine interest on
matters pertaining to ICT in iarrnational bodies, in coordination
with the Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) and other
institutions csocerned;

[!'. Consumer Protection and Industry Development

(n) Ensure and protect the rights andwelfar.e ofconsume$
and business users to privacy, security and confidentiality in
matters relating to ICT, in cuord"rnation with agencies coneerned,
the private sector and relevant international bodiee;

(o) Support the promotion of trade and investment
opportunities in the IC'I and ICT-ES Bectorq in coordination wrth
the Department of Trade and Industry (DT[) and other relevant
governEent agenciee and the private sector;

(p) Estab[sh guidelines for pubLic-private partnerships
in the implementation of ICT projects for government agencies;
arld



(d Promote strat€gic partnerehips and nllisnces betwsgn
and among local and international lCT, research and derrelopment"
educati,onal and training institutione, to speed up industry growth
and enhance competitiveness of Philippine workere, 6rme, and
small and medium enterprisee in the global markets for ICT and
ICT.ES.

SEC. ?. Composition - The Department shall be headed
b-v- a Secretary. The Department proper shall be composed of
the Office of the Secretary, the O{Iices of the Llndersecretaries
and the assistant secretaries.

SEC. 8. Secretary of Int'ormation and Comntunications
Technobg'. - The Secretary shall be appointed by the President,
subject to confrmation b-v the Conrmission on i\ppointmenk. The
Secretary shall have the following functions:

(a) Provide executive direction and supervision over the
entire operation-q of the l)epartment and its attached ageneies;

(b) Establish policies anrl standards for the effective,
efficient and economical operation of the Department, in
accordance with the programs oi government;

(c) Review and approve r€quests for frnancial and
manpo$er resources of all operating offices of the
Department:

(d) Designate and appoint of$cers and employeee of the
Department, excluding the undersecretaries, assistant eecretaries,
and regional and assistant regional directors, in accordance with
the civil service laws. rules and regulations;

(e) Exercise dieciplinary prwers over oEoers and emplcyees
of the Department in accordance with law, including their
investigation and the designatron of a committee or officer to
conduct auch investigation;

(0 Coordinate with L.CUs, other agenciee and public and
private interest groups, including nongovernment organizations
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(NGOs) aad people'a organizatione (POe) on Department policies
andinitiatives;

(g) Prepare and submit to the President through the
Department of Budget and Management (DBM) an eetimate of
the necessaty expenditures ofthe Department during the next
fiscalyear, on the basis of the reports and estimatee eubmitted
by bureaus and oEces under hinr/her,

(h) Serve as a member of the Government Procurement
Poliry Board (GPPB) as established by Republic Act No. 918.1;

(0 -{dvise the President on the promufuation of executive
and arlministrative orders and formulation of regulator-v and
legislative proposals on matters pertaining to ICT development;

0i Formulate such rulee and regulations and exercise such
other powers as may be required to implement the objectives of
thisAct; and

(k) Perform such other tasks as may be provided by law or
assigned by the President.

SEC:. 9. Un dc rsecretaries. - The Seqetary shall be assisted
by three (3) underaecretariee, who shall be appoi:rted by the
President upon the recommendation of the Secretary: houided,
That ts'o (2) ofthe undersecretaries shall be career ofEcers.

SEC. 10. Assistont Secretories. - The Secretary shall be
assisted by four ({) assistant secretariee who shqll [s appointed
by the President upon the recommendation of the Secretary:
houi.dcd, That two (2) of the aesr.irtant eecretariee ehall be career
officerg: houided, furtler, That at least one (1) of the aesistant
eecretariee sball be a liceosed Professional Electronica Engineer
(PECE), or any auitably qualiEed pereon in accordance with Civil
Sen'ice Crmmissiron (CSC) rulee and regulatione.

SEC" ll. Qwlifi,catbns. - No person ehsll be appointed
Secretary, Undersecretary, or Aaeiatant Secretary of the
Department unlese he or she is a citizen and resident of the
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Philippines, of good Eoral charsct€r, of pmven integrity and with
at least seven (7) yeare ofcompetene and expertiee in any ofthe
following: information and communications technology,
information technologr senrice m.rnagement information rcurity
managemenf cvbereeorrity, data privacy, e-Commerre, or human
capital development in the ICT sector.

SEC. 12. Regionol Offices. - The Department may
establish, operate, and maintain u regional o6ce in the diflerent
administratrve regions ofthe country as the need arises. Each
regional ofiEce shall be headed b;- a Regional Director, who may
be assisted by one (l)Assistant Rc'gional Director. The Regional
Director and Assistant Regional Director shell be appointed by
the Presideat. The regional oflices shall have, within their
respective admirustrative re gions. the followrng fu nctions:

(a) Implenrent laws, policies, plans, programs, projecte,
rulee and regulations ofthe Department;

(b) Provide e{Ecient and eflective sen'ice to the people;

(c) Coordinate rryith region;rl of6ces of other departments,
offic'es, and agencies;

(d) Coordrnate rith the [{iUs; and

(e) Perform euch other functions as may be provided by
law or assigned by the Secretary.

SEC. 13. Chief lnlorntotbn Uficer (CIO) CounciL - The
Department shall facilitate the creation of the CIO C.ouncil which
shall consist of CIOs, with the Secretary servlng as the Chairmen,
to assist the Department in the imptementation of government
ICT initiatives,

SEc. 14. Sectoral and Industry Toeh Forces. - The
Department may create ectoral and industry task brces, technical
working groups, advisory bodies or omaitteee for tbe furtherance
of its objectives. Addihonal private sector reprcsontativee, etrch
as from the academe, CSOs, and fr:deration of private induetriee
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directly involved in ICT, as sreU as repreeotatives ofother NGAs,
LGUs and GOCCs, may be app,rinted to theee working groups.
Government IT profeesionale may also be tapped to partake in
the work ofthe Department through these working groups.

SEC. 15. Transfer of Agencics ond Personnel. *

(a) The following agencies are hereby abolished, and their
powers and functions, applicable funds and appropriations,
records, equipment, property, and personnel transfemed to the
Department:

(l) Information and Communications Technology O{Ece
OCTO);

(2) Natiooal Computer Center (NCC);

(3) National Computer In.stitute O{CD;

({) Telecommunications Offi.ce ([ELOF);

(5) National Telecommunications Training Institute
(NTTI); and

(6) All operating units of the f)epartment ofTransportation
and Communications CIOTC) with functions and responsibilities
dealing with communications.

All offices, services, divisions, uruts and pereonnel not
othen*-ise covered by thie Act for tranafer to the Department shall
be retained under the DOTC, which is hereby renamed the
Department of Transportation"

(b) The following agencies are hereby attached to the
Department for policy and program coordination, and shall
continue to operate and furrtion io accordance w'ith the charters,
lawe or ordere creating ttrem, insofar as they are not inconaistent
with rhis Act:
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(l) National Telecommunications Commission;

(2) National Privacy Conrmission; and

(3) Cybercrime Investigirtion and Coordination Center
(CIcc).

(il Alt powers and function-r related to cybersecurity
including, but not limited to, the formulation of the National
Cybersecurity Plan, establishnrent of the National Computer
Emergency Response Team ((IBRT), and the facilitation of
international cuoperation on inte lligence regarding cybersecurity
matters are transferred to the f)epartment: and

(ii) The CICC shall be chlired b;- the DICT Secretary.

(c) The larrs and rules on government reorganization as
provided for in Republic Act Nci. 6656, otherwise known as the
Reorganization l,aw, shall govern the reorganization procese of
the Departnrent.

SEC. 16. Separation antl Retirentent from Seruice. -
Employees who are separated frr:m sen-ice within slt (6) months
from the e{Iectivity of this Act as a result of the consolidation
and/or reorganization under the proritions ofthis.{ct ehall receive
separation benefite to wbich they may be entitled under Lrecubve
Order No. 366. s. 200{: Procided, That those who are qualfied
to retire under existing rrtiremerrt laws ehall be allowed to retire
and receive retirement benefits to which they may be entitled
under applicable laws and issuances.

SEC. 17. Structure and Sktffing Pdttern. - Subject to the
approval of the DBII, the Department shall determine its
organizatiooal structure and create new divisions or unita ae it
may deem necessary, and shall appoint ofEcere and employees of
the Department in accordance with the civil serrice law, rulee,
and regulations.

SEC. 18. Magna Corta. - Qualified employees of the
Department and its attached agenries shall be covered by Republic
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Act No. 8.139, which provides a magna carta for acientists,
engineers, researchers and other science and technolog personnel
in the government.

SEC. 19. Transition Perbd. - The transfer of functions,
assets, funde, equipment, properties. transactions, and personnel
of the afbcted agencies. and the formulation of tJre internal organic
structurc, sta6ng pattern, operating system, and revised budget
of the Department, shall be compleied within sir (6) monthe from
the effectivity of this Act, during which time, the erishng personnel
shall continue to assume their posts in holdover capacities until
new appointmenls are issued:. h'oui.ded, That after the abolition
of the agencies as specified in Section l5(a) of this Act. the
Department, incoordi-nation with the DBM. shall determine and
create new positions, the funding requ.irements of which shall
not exceed the equivalent coat ofpositions abolished.

SEC.20. Appropriatioa. - The amount needed for the
initial rmplementation of thisAct shall be taken from the current
fiscal year's appropriation ofthe ICTO and all agencies herein
absorbed b;r or attached to the Departmenl Thereafter, the amount
net'ded for the operation and mainteoance of the Department 6hall
be included in the Geaeral Appropriations Act.

SEC" 21. Implementing Rules and Regulations. - The
ICTO. the DBM, the CSC, and other government agencies
concerned shall issue $'ithir sixty (60) days from the effectivity of
this Act, the necessary rules anci regulations for the e{Iective
implementation of this Act.

SuC. 22. Separabiti\ Clause. - If any proyision of thia
Act shall be declared unconstitutional or invrlid, the other
provisione not other*'iee affected shall remain in full force and
e&ct.

SEC. 23. Rcpealiag Cbuse. - All laws. decrees, executive
ordere, nrles and regulatione and other issuancee or parts tlrereof
which are inc.oaeisteot with this Act are hereby repealed,
ameoded or mod,i6ed accordingly.
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SEc. 24. Effectiuity.-T\is Act shall teke effect Efteeo (15)
days after its publication in at least two (2) newapapers of general
circ'ulation

App

L . DRTLON ELICtAITIO ELMONTE
resident af the knate Spakr of the House

of Repesentatives

This Act was passed by the House ofRepresentatives as
House Bill No. 6 198 on October 9. 20 15 and adopted by the Senate
as an amendment to Senaie Bill No. 2686 on December 15. 2015.

SCAR MARILYIi B. ARU AP
Secretary oft Senate SecretaryGenerol

How e of Representat ives

Approved UAY r 3 2j16

BEM NOS AQUTNO III
Pres of Philippines
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