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TO : Chief Education Program Supervisors and Staff - SGOD and Sk

Education Program Supervisors
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Elementary& Secondary School Heads
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FROM: EDILBERTO L. OPLENARIA, CESO Vi
Schools Division Superintendent
SUBJECT DESSIMENATION OF 2016 INTERNATIONAL
HUMANITARIAN LAW MONTH

DATE : Tuly 26, 2016
1. In compliance with Executive Order No. 134, s. 1999 entitled Declaring the 12

Day of August of Every Year as International Humanitarian Law Day (Copy Attached), this office
hereby disseminates DepED Memorandum No. 109, s. 2016, re 2016 INTERNATIONAL
HUMANITARIAN LAW MONTH with the theme /HI.: Mga Aral ng Nakaraan at Hamon ng
Kasaluleuyan (IHL: Lessons from the Past, Challenges of the Present) content of which is self-
explanatory.

2. In view of this, all concerned are enjomed to observe and conduct related activities
such as:
a. Hosting of streamers depicting this year’s theme and logo;
b. Integration of the celebration in the different subject arcas;
¢. Discussing of current issues, in appropriate subject areas, involving
children on how to protect themselves during armed conflicts; and
d. Organizing of child-friendly activities such as art contest, poster-and-
slogan contest, children’s fair and/or photo exhibit of child-friendly THL.
materials.

3 Education Program Supervisors and Public Schools District Supervisors are
directed to monitor the aforementioned activities.

4. For information and guidance.
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2016 INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW MONTH

To:  Undersecretaries
Assistant Secretaries
Bureau and Service Directors
Regional Directors
Schools Division Superintendents
Public and Private Elementary and Secondary Schools Heads

1. In compliance with Executive Order No. 134, s. 1999 entitled Declaring the 12t
Day of August of Every Year as International Humanitarian Law Day (copy enclosed),
the Department of Education (DepEd) joins the Department of National Defense {DND)
and other government agencies in celebrating the 17t Anniversary of International
Humanitarian Law {IHL) Day and the 1st International Humanitarian Law Month,

2. With the theme IHL: Mga Aral ng Nakaraan at Hamon sa Kasalukuyan (IHL:
Lessons from the Past, Challenges of the Present), this Commemoration aims to raise
the people’s consciousness and promote greater awareness of the principles of IHL.

3. I this regard, the regional and achools division offices, in:
,W to support the said observance and underiake relitel

b Integ;:atmgoftheoelaebranonmthedlﬂ"erentwh)ectm .
c. Dmumgofmmmappmprmte mbject M;Mmg
~ehildren on how to pic  themselves | armed conflict; and

d. Organm"ﬁ'fo‘f”cﬁﬁd -friendly activities such as art contest, poster-and-
contest, chﬂdmns fair and/or photo exhibit of child*"

4, Expenses incurred relative to the conduct of activities for the said celebration
shall be charged to local funds, subject to the usual government accounting and
auditing rules and regulations.

S. For more information, all concerned may contact the members of the technical
working committee, Atty. Clifford C. Chan, Atty Annette L. Doymoen, and Reyden
Gregory P. Allapitan, Legal Service, Department of Education (DepEd) Central Office, DepEd
Complex, Meralco Avenue, Pasig City at telephone nos.: {02) 631-5773 and {02) 533-7247.

6. Immediate dissemination of this Memorandum is desired.
Wu/'
LEON MAGTOLIS BRIONES
Secretary

DepEd Complex, Meralco Avenue, Pasig City 1600 p633-7208/633-7228,‘632-13()l “ 636-4876/637-6209 q www.deped.gov.ph
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BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE PHILIPPINES
EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 1 3 4

DECLARING AUGUST 12, 1999 AND EVERY 12TH DAY OF AUGUST THERE-
AFTER AS INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW DAY

WHEREAS, the Philippines adheres to the principles of human rights and humani-
tarian laws enshrined in international human rights treatics and instruments to which it is a
State Party;

WHEREAS, human rights laws apply both in times of peace and during armed
conflict, whilc International Humanitarian Law, or the laws of armed conflict, apply only
during times of war or armed conflict;

WHEREAS, the Philippines, as a Contracting Party to the Four Geneva
Conventions of August 12, 1949: (1) Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the
Condition of the Wounded and Sick in Armed Forces in the Field, (I) Geneva Con-
vention for the Amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded, Sick and Shipwrecked
Members of Armed Forces at Sca; (TI) Geneva Convention Relative to the Treatment of
Prisoners of War; and (IV) Geneva Convention Relative to the Protection of Civilian
Persons in Time of War; and Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions and Relating
to the Protection of Victims of Non-International Armed Conflicts which was acceded to
by the country on 11 December 1986, subscribes to the basic principle of disinterested
humanitarian aid to all victims of war and armed conflict without discnimination.

WHEREAS, in solidarity with the other Contracting Partics to the four Geneva

Conventions and Additional Protocol II, the Phaippines accepts direct responsibility for the
application of international humanitarian law when involved in an armed conflict.

WHEREAS, the officials and personnel of government departments, law enforce-
ment agencics, and local government units need to enhance their understanding of the
principles of international humanitarian law in order to further strengthen their resolve to
adhere to, promote and protect these principles;

WHEREAS, the commemoration of International Humanitarian Law Day will

raisc the people’s consciousness and promotc greater awareness of the principles of
International Humanitarian Law;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JOSEPH EJERCITO ESTRADA, President of the
Philippines, by virtue of the powers vested in me by law, do hereby declare August 12,
1999 and every 12th day of August thereafter as International Humanitarian Law Day.
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All concerned departments and agencics of the government are enjoined to observe
International Humanitarian Law Day and to actively support and participate in programs
and activitics to commemorate this Day.

The Department of National Defense and the Department of Foreign Affairs are
hercby directed 1o co-chair an ad-hoc committee that will formulate and implement these
yearly activitics, in collaboration with the Infermational Committec of the Red Cross in
Manila, the Philippinc National Red Cross and the concerned non-government
organizations and people’s organizations in the country.

The budget for these yearly activities shall be included in the annual appropriations
of the Department of National Defensc.

Done in the City of Manila, ﬂgﬂyoﬁ)t}“ , in the year of Our Lord,

nincteen hrandred and nincty ninc.
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