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SUBJECI : Adopfion ot Civil Servlce Commbslon (CSC) meriorondum Clrculor
No.l7, 3. 2mt Re : 'SrilOKlNG PIOHIBIIION bosed on 10070 Si O(E - fREE
ENVIRON'IIENT POtICY"

l. Pursuonl to CivilService Commission (CSC) Memorondum Circulor No.
17,s.2009re: "Smoking Prohibition bosed on 100% Smoke - FrEe Environment
Policy", this Office hereby enjoins everyone lo strictly odhere lo iis policy
guidelines. The policy oims lo creole o heolthy, smoke - free
governmenl work environmenl; protect governmenl employees, officiols, ond
visitors from lobocco smoke ond encouroge smokers to quil smoking.

2. school Heods ond personnel ore odvised to ensure qbsolule prohibilion
of smoking in or on the premises, buildings, ond grounds of governmenl
ogencies providing heolth. educolion ond/or sociol welfore ond development
services such os hospi'lol, heolth centers, schools ond universitie' colleges qmong
olhers. Smoking oreo sholl be designoled ouldoors which sholl nol be locoted
within l0 meteB of enlronces, exits or ony ploce where people poss or where
people congregote. Pleose refer lo enclosed MC No. I 7 policy guidelines nos. 3
'to I for provision of "Smoking Areo" ond olher molteB Ielotive to implemenlolion
ond complionce.

3. Moreover, moniloring ond reporling of viololions ond complionce sholl
be o vilol componenl of ils implementolion in oll schools ond offices. Any viololion
of MC No. I 7, s. 2009 sholl be considered o ground for disciplinory oction pursuont
to Rule XIV {Discipline) of lhe Omnibus Rules lmplementing Book V of Executive
Order No. 292.

w

4 Widesl disseminotion ond complionce with lhis Memorondum is desired.
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MC No, 17 . s. 20(D

MEMORANDT'M CIRCULAR

TO ALL HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS, BT'REAUS AND
AGENCIES OF THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT, LOCAL
GOVERNMENT LTNITS, GOVERNMENT-OWNED AND/OR
CONTROLLED CORPORATIONS WTTII ORIGINAL
CHARTERS AND STATE T]NIVERSITIES AND COLLECES

SUBJEST SMOKING PROHIBITION based on I fiPlo SMOKESREE
ENVIRONMENT POLICY

The Civil S€rvice Comnission (CSC) hlreby adopts 8od prorlulg3t s t 100% SMOKE
FREE POLICY ad a SMOKING PROHIBITION itl all areas of govelrmcot pr€mises,

buildings ond gounds, exc€pt for open spaces designatcd as srnoking rus, in order to
cnsur€ 8 heallhy ard Foductive wortforc!. This policy finds legd basis fiom the Tobacco
Regulation Ast of 2003 (Republic Act 92ll) aDd the World Health Orgaization (WHO)
Framework Conv€Nrtion on Tobacco Control (FCTC), Article 8 and itr guidelircs.

This poligy Elso s€€ks to smoumg€ pgople to quir smoking for health rpasoos and to
protect people &om ogosurc to sec.oudhand smoke in light ofrecent studies rhowing, among
othe6, that:

Ev€n snEll anounts of secordband smoke o<posure csr be harmfirl to people's
health and that opening a wiDdow or usiDg v€otilariog air conditioaing, or a fan
cauot eliminate s€cordhand smokc exposure.

Secondhand srnoke causcs lung csncer, increases thc risk of a heart attack,

aiggers asthma attack and caus€s scutr respiralory effects,

S€c{ndh8trd suoke, which has higb€r cotrc€ntrtion of toric clemicals than

smoke iobaled by smokers, is a looret ,tutn@t carcinogq aud o occupational
carcinogen containing fonnaldehyde, bcnzeoe, vinyl chlodde, arscoic, aomonia
and hydro8en cyaDide
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the guidelines oftbe policy ars, as follows:

l. Abrohtc Prohibitiotr of SDoking. Smoking shatl be absolutely prchibited in or on
the pemises, buildings, and grounds of government *encies poviding healtlf
education an&or social welfare and dcveloptent services sudr as hospitats, health
c€ot6n scbools and u versities, colleges among othcrs" No "Smokilg areas" shall be
d€signated or established in thca€ places.

2. Smol.ing Pr,ohibitiou. Smoking shall be prohibited ir aEas my$tcre in or on the
govemment premis€s, buildings, aud gourds, exc€pt for opetr spaEs designat€d as
"$noking arca," as herein defined

3. Smoking Aree. A 6rmoking eree" refcrs to q| o,t ofr spac. tbig t&bd by rhe
hcad of tk agq.q ,ltat rrr]ea he lollo*lng rc4uirerrunt:

i, It sball b€ located in an op€o-spac€ with lro perDsrEot or
te Dorary mofor q,a[[s in an outdoor arpa-

ii. It sbdl nol b€ local€d withitr l0 metsrs of entances, exits or
my placc where people pass or where people coDgr€gde.

iii. It sh8ll not have an arca larger dtan 10 squar€ m€t8f,6.
iv. No govemment building shall have more than onc dcsignated

smoldtrg at€a
v. No fmd or drinks shall be served in the desigrated smoking

are&
vi. Every smoking Erea sball have highly visiblc and foEinently

.lisplayed "SmoLing Area" sigages.

4. 'Srokhg A!tr' Sigur. The "Smoking Arca" signage stall be no more than 8 x 16
inches itr size and shall contain the bformalioa regading th6 hmdous €fects of
snoLiog oD th! smoke('s healdl and/or secondhand smoka oD othe[s.

5. 'No Smokiq" Signr. 'No Smoking" signagcs ia thc conspicnons location within
gov€rnm€ft plemiscs, gounds, shdl be posted and disphyed proninantly. The 'No
Smoking signage shall be at least t x 16 irches in size aDd tba lDtemational No
Smoking symbol (caosisting of a pictoriat represeotation of a bumhg cigarette
enclosed in a red circle with a red bat across it) sball occupy no less thar 707o ofsaid
signage. The rernaining lower 30% of the signage shall show the following u,aming
prorEin€otly:

"STNCTLY NO SMOSING:
os pet Ma torufidum Circalat Na _ se,ics ef 2009

Viololion otthis Cbcalq k a goundlor dbciplbry aion
Repodriolotionsto @

,runbari"
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Attached is a ssmple signage for rcferencc.



6, Rcnovc Alhtrryr. All ashtrlys or any rcceptaclos made for dispensing cigarette
reftse shall be removed except i! desigDatcd sooking areas.

7. SEoldrg Pruhibltiotr ir Vchicler. Smoking shall also be prohibited in government
vehicles.

8. Irug of ttu Builditrg AdDinlidrrtor. It shsll b. the dry of the buildirg
administraloB of govem.Eeot aroas to €osute stict comptiance with the requirements
ofthe soroking area as defined herein.

Heads of agencies are enjoined to ensule that all ernployees ard thcir transactiq publlc
se made aware of lhis Mcmorandum Cirrular aod the prohibition ol smoking except in
designaled outdcor ares; aod assign responsible p€rsois to: l) ersure implernentation md
compliarpe with this policy; 2) established procedures fot reporting aud dealing with
violatioq and 3) nonitoring ad rcportilg ort ta&s of complianc€ and cffectivercss of the
policy.

Atry violrtion of ttir Circulrr rhell bc couidcrcd r giouDd fof dirclpliorry rctiotr
prrrrsnl to Ruh XfV @isciptine) of the Omnibur Rulcs Inplercnting Book V of
Executivc OtdGr No. 2qr.

This Circular shall amend all issuaDces incodsistent herewith,

RICANDO L. SALUDO
Chairman

2 g ilAY 2009
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